

  Skip to main content


  
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
                
            
        
      
          





  
    
      
  
  
  

  
  
  

      Garrett County Government Department of Community Development
Business Development
203 South Fourth Street, Room 208, Oakland, Maryland 21550

[email protected]

301-334-1921




    

  
  

  





  


  
    
      
      
      
        
      
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
        Search
      
      
        
          
        
      
    

  





  



            
              
                
                  
                
              

              
                
                  
                
              

              
                
                  
                
              
            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
            
    
            
  Main navigation

  

        


  
    	
                                Home

                                                        
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  



          






      
      




                                    
        
	
                                About Garrett County

                          
                
              
                      
        
	
                                Key Industries

                          
                
              
                      
        
	
                                Business Bear Podcast

                                                        
  
          
      




                                    
        
	
                                Community Partners

                                                        
  
          
      




                                    
        
	
                                Workforce Development

                                                        
  
          
      




                                    
        
	
                                Garrett County Government

                                                        
  
          
      




                                    
        


  

  
                                                                        
                                  
    
          


                          
                      Overview
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Arts & Culture
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Broadband
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Education
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Health & Social
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Infrastructure
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Transportation
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

      

    
        

                                        
                                  
    
          


                          
                      Key Industries Overview
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Agri-Business
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Energy
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Specialty Manufacturing
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

          


                          
                      Tourism & Recreation
                  
                                        
  
          
      




                        

      

    
        

                                                    





  

  


        

      

    


  


  
    


  

    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
        Search
      
      
        
          
        
      
    

  





    


    
      

        
          
        
        Close menu
      
    

  


  
    
      
        
      
      Site menu
    
    
      
        
      
      Business Development menu
    
  


  
    


  Business Development



        	

          
            About Us

          

        
	

          
            Available Space

          

        
	

          
            Business Resources

          

        
	

          
            Community Partners

          

        
	

          
            Incentives

          

        
	

          
            Strategic Plan

          

        


  



  




  


  
    
              
          
            Welcome to
          

          
            Garrett County
          

          
            Maryland
          

          
              
    
  
    
      
  
  
    
      
      
      
        How can we help?
      
      
        
          
        
      
    

  





  


  


          

          
            Learn
              About Us
          

        

              
    
  
    
      
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
          
      
          





          
      
          





          
      
          





          
      
          





          
      
          





          
      
          





          
      
          





          

      
    
    
      
        
          
        
        Previous
      
    
    
      
        
          
        
        Next
      
    
  


    

  
  

  



    

  
  

  





  


            
  Quick Links

  

        
        
      	
                                                                    
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  



          






      
      




              
              About Garrett County


                          
        
	
                                                                    
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  



          






      
      




              
              Business Resources


                          
        
	
                                                                    
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  
  



          






      
      




              
              Available Sites


                          
        
	
                                                                    
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  



          






      
      




              
              Incentives


                          
        
	
                                                                    
  
          
            
  
  
  
    IconSvgFile

                  
  



          






      
      




              
              Strategic Plan


                          
        


    

  


  

  



    

  


    
    

    
      
                
          
              
    
  
    
      
  Business Development



  




  



              
    
  
    
      
  
  
  

      
      
  
    

        

  
      
  
    
      
  



      
  
    
      
  
  
  

  
  
  

      


  

              
      
                




          

  
      


  
          
        Dr. McCartney Awarded 4-Year Contract as Superintendent

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/11/2024 12:39pm


    
      
              The “interim” tag has officially been removed from Dr. Brenda McCartney’s role as superintendent, pending state approval. During the Feb. 28, 2024, special work session of the Garrett County Board of Education (GCBOE), the Board voted to award Dr. McCartney, Garrett County Public Schools (GCPS)...
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        Reflection House Finds a Home

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/11/2024 12:40pm


    
      
              The Board of Directors for Reflection House had cause for celebration last Thursday after they signed the lease to open the first recovery residence for Garrett County. When Reflection House opens, it will mark a milestone for Western Maryland in that it will be the first facility of its kind west...
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        Appalachian Farm and Food Alliance Seeking Board of Director Members

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/5/2024 1:31pm


    
      
              The newly formed non-profit organization Appalachian Farm and Food Alliance (AFFA) is seeking individuals to serve on the Board of Directors. The purpose of the AFFA is to facilitate collaboration between agricultural and food system service providers to educate the public and provide solutions for...
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        American Job Centers Offering Free Online Workshops for Job Seekers in March

      

    
                        Last Updated 2/28/2024 4:09pm


    
      
              The Maryland Department of Labor and American Job Centers are offering free online educational workshops to the public. Registration is required in advance. Participants have several options to log in via computer, with or without a camera/microphone, as well as tune in via smartphone. Access the...
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        Neighborhood BusinessWorks Business Boost Grant Program Opens March 13th

      

    
                        Last Updated 2/26/2024 9:34pm


    
      
              The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) through the Neighborhood BusinessWorks (NBW) program, is offering up to $2,000,000 of Business Boost microgrants ranging from $20,000 to $50,000 to support small businesses who need capital for growth and/or expansion opportunities. Business...
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    Business Bear Podcast: Episode 12 Breaking It Down w/Connor Norman

    Previous Podcast Episodes
  




  



  


  
  
            Garrett County is the westernmost county in Maryland, Garrett County offering a central location to many major markets, an interstate, available community-owned business parks, one of Maryland’s best K-12 school systems, a variety of housing options, and an excellent workforce. 
Work in Garrett County
The Department of Business Development works to attract, retain, and expand businesses to our area. Our workforce, location, and affordable community-owned business parks have attracted some of the best business that Maryland has to offer. We’re an attractive location for manufacturing, distribution, back office, call center, energy, agricultural, and recreation firms.
Learn in Garrett County
Our public schools consistently rank as one of Maryland’s best. The STEM curriculum, within both our public schools and Garrett College, prepares graduates for career achievement and skilled local jobs. We provide an opportunity to all students to achieve higher education. The Garrett County Commissioners Scholarship Program makes post-secondary education within reach of area high school students and their families. Yet educational efforts do not end there, Garrett College actively seeks private employers to partner with to provide enhanced job skills for area workers.
Play in Garrett County
With 90,000 acres of parks, trails, and lakeside amenities, Garrett County has many entertainment options. We offer year-round recreation from ski slopes to lake shores, as well as many public spaces to swim, ski, golf, and relax. Our county festivals, farmers’ markets, and cultural celebrations provide year-round enjoyment.
In Garrett County, we continue to define what it means to live, work, and play. We invite you to see what we have to offer. Please call us at 301-334-1921 or email us at [email protected].
Interested in Garrett County's current economic development priorities?  Please click on the link below:

  
  
  
    Document
                  2023 - 2027 Economic Development Strategic Plan
  (3.56 MB)
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            MEDA Chesapeake Basic Economic Development Course

            
              Date: July 22 - July 27
                          


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  2024 MEDA Chesapeake Basic Economic Development Course – Maryland Economic Development Association (MEDA) (medamd.com)
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            Free SBDC Webinar: Five Key Elements to Your Marketing Plan

            
              Date: March 13
              10:00am            


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  marylandsbdc.org/training//webinars/webinar-3-13-24-five-key-elements-to-your-marketing-plan

  

 Understanding the five primary questions any business should ask as it develops its marketing and advertising plan can help drive it towards its goals for success.  The questions are simple  and they may help a business owner establish focus for the future.
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            Free Job Seeker Workshop: The Gig Economy

            
              Date: March 13
              10:00am            


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Register by emailing  david.levesque@maryland.gov

  

 Western Maryland American Job Centers offer FREE online, virtual workshops. Registration is required in advance. Please follow the registration directions and include  in your communications, your name, phone number and the title of the workshop for which you plan to participate. Facilitators may ask for additional proof of identification, upon registration.

  

 Learn about what the gig economy really is, how it has evolved, and how you might be able to take advantage of the gig economy.
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            Free SBDC Webinar: How to Fund Your Business Start-Up

            
              Date: March 13
              1:00pm            


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  marylandsbdc.org/training//webinars/webinar-03-13-24-how-to-fund-your-business-startup

  

 Join this session to get some answers to the question, “Where and how do I get funding for my business?” This training will focus on a high level description of the SBA lending application process  while introducing and including a detailed presentation of ROBS (Roll Over for Business Start Up) as a funding option.  Included in the discussion will be HELOCS, securities backed loans and the Pros/Cons of "partnerships" to improve funding capabilities.   The session is applicable to all business start-ups including franchise operations.
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            Free SBA Webinar: Meeting Your Fiduciary Responsibilities - Part 2

            
              Date: March 13
              2:00pm            


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  getting-it-right-webcast-series-combined-narrative-web-flyer-2024.pdf (dol.gov)

  

 Operating an employee benefit plan can be challenging, especially for small business owners who have limited time, resources, and access to professional help with benefit programs. To help increase awareness and understanding about basic  fiduciary responsibilities when operating a retirement or health benefit plan, join the U.S. Department of Labor’s “Getting It Right – Know Your Fiduciary Responsibilities,” a three-part webinar series which will be held in March.
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    March 11, 2024 Business Spotlight

    Tiny Corner Bike Shop 

  



  

  
    DHCD: Business Boost Grant

    Grant applications open March 13, 2024.
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    March 8, 2024 Business Spotlight

    Schrock's Country Store
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    New Podcast Episode

    Business Bear Podcast: Episode 12 Breaking It Down w/Connor Norman
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          1.8%

          Unemployment

          November 2023 (Preliminary)

        

              
          28,579

          Population

          persons 1/

        

              
          52,923

          Per capita personal income
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