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Our Community Commitment
Garrett County Office of Economic Development strives to reinvent rural life through fiscal, 
community, and infrastructure initiatives.  Together with citizens, government, and private 
industry, we aim to create lasting jobs and stronger communities.  We work to create a 
diverse economy that: fuels innovation and prosperity; attracts and retains talent—regional 
and homegrown; and preserves our rural heritage and environmental legacy.

ECONOMIC PROGRESS
2013 marked a promising chapter in Garrett County’s 
economic narrative.  Consistent with state trends, our 
annual unemployment rate dropped to 7.4%—our lowest 
unemployment rate since 20091.  Today, median household 
incomes in the county (with half of our residents earning more 
and half earning less) are $45,354—only 14% lower than the 
national average.

 

We’re combatting the impact of the Great Recession by 
diversifying our local economy.  In effect, we’re steadily 
reshaping our relevance within a 21st century marketplace.  

Global firms and start-ups alike are taking note of our assets: 
a skilled workforce, strategic business incentives, and room to 
grow, both physically and creatively. 

Despite these strides, we’re mindful of the challenges ahead.  
Over 92% of our labor force is employed, but underemployment 
remains an issue.  Underemployment affects workers who are 
either: overqualified for their positions; or working part-time 
due to a lack of full-time opportunities.  Another concern is 
that workers aged 29 and younger are disappearing from our 
workforce.  To curb underemployment and a drain of young 

talent, the curriculum 
within Garrett County 
Public Schools and Garrett 
College emphasizes 
practical skills training for 

citizens of all ages. 
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1“Maryland Manual On-Line: A Guide to Maryland and its Government,” Maryland State Archives, last modified April 21, 2014, http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/01glance/economy/html/unemployrates.html.
2“2013 Maryland Report Card,” Maryland State Department of Education, last updated 4/29/14, http://www.mdreportcard.org/.
3Garrett College, 2012-2013 Annual Report, December 2013, p. 14.
4Garrett College, 2012-2013 Annual Report, December 2013, p. 15.
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NEW AND EXPANDING BUSINESSES
In 2013 alone, 50 new businesses made a home in Garrett 
County.  Enhancing the diversity of local industries, these 
newcomers are a blend of small businesses and national firms, 
specializing in areas such as: retail, clean energy, construction, 
arts, and agriculture. They bring new jobs, modern conveniences, 
and more consumer choices to our community. 

Eight existing businesses expanded operations locally in 2013, 
based on growing demand for their services and the strengths 
of our workforce.  In keeping with local trends, these businesses 
create new retail and tourism experiences within our community, 
and skilled manufacturing and technology jobs for our citizens. 

The Garrett Center for Entrepreneurship nurtures the growth 
of potential, start-up, and seasoned innovators, feeding their 

aspirations with coaching and workshops.

THE ENTERPRISE ZONE EFFECT
The Maryland Enterprise Zone program remains an important 
tool in business recruitment, expansion, and job creation.  
Created in 1982 to combat national trends of overseas 
relocations and job loss, the Enterprise Zone program stimulates 
growth and employment within our region.  Since its inception, 
Enterprise Zone businesses have qualified for specific tax 
credits in return for job creation and capital investments.  2013 
developments within our Enterprise Zones include: 

• Southern Garrett Enterprise Zone companies invested over 
$394,000 in capital expenditures.  

•  Northern Garrett Enterprise Zone firms spent over 
$944,000 in capital expenditures and created 39 new jobs.

• Central Garrett Enterprise Zone’s designation expired in 
2013, but yielded $401,000 in capital expenditures and 10 
new jobs.

• Keyser’s Ridge Enterprise Zone did not have tenants in 
2013.  However, Strata Safety Products will move into a 
12,000-square-foot space slated for completion in 2014, 
bringing 25 new jobs to the area. 

INFRASTRUCTURE INROADS

In 2013, Garrett County received over $3 million dollars in 
federal, state, and regional funding for infrastructure updates.  
In order to secure this funding, Garrett County was required 
to match a certain percentage of funds from county resources. 
While the county provided 16% of the total funding for essential 
infrastructure projects, 84% of the funds came from federal and 
state partners:

Business Park Drive off of Bumble Bee Road (McHenry): The 
last 1/2 mile of construction will be completed, allowing a new 
software development firm to occupy the space and create 24 
new jobs.

Glendale Road (Oakland/Thayerville): The last 1/3 mile of 
Glendale Road will be straightened to improve safety and access.  
New businesses locating to the area will create 50 new jobs.

Penny Lane off of Third Street (Oakland): The road is being 
doubled in size to provide access from Fourth Street.  This 
project will reduce congestion and provide access for new 
businesses to create 20 new jobs.

Adventure Sports Center International (ASCI) (McHenry): 
Garrett County laid the groundwork for the following projects in 
2013:

• A limited access road and bridge will be constructed to 
provide access for emergency vehicles, pedestrians, and 
vendors from the inner island of the river course.

• A pavilion and amphitheater will be built to accommodate 
large events, trainings, and festivals. 

• Signage featuring Garrett County’s historic recreational 
areas will be displayed on the ASCI building’s exterior to 
promote area tourism.

14,166 per pupil
in 2013, garrett co. public schools spent
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Capital expenditures are funds used to acquire or upgrade 
a property to increase a company’s scope of operations. $

EDUCATION IS ECONOMIC POWER
The level of education in our workforce is a predictor of 
economic success within our communities.  Given education’s 
impact on lifetime career achievement, Garrett County is 
committed to offering affordable, comprehensive skills training 
to residents.  Today, 25% of Garrett County citizens hold 
associate’s degrees, bachelor’s degrees, advanced degrees, or 
have attended college courses, as compared with a national 
average of 36.2%.
 
To propel our economic and educational power forward, Garrett 
County Public Schools boast 17:1 student-teacher ratios, and a 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) curriculum 
to give students an achievement edge throughout their lives.  
The School Career and Technology Education programs, which 
are fully integrated into the high school curriculum, are practical 
and forward-thinking.   

In support of local 
futures, the Garrett 
County Scholarship 
Program gave over 
$429,000 in funds to 
Garrett County high 
school graduates.3 
The first of its kind in 

the state of Maryland, the program affords county high school 
graduates a Garrett College education, tuition-free, for two 
years.
  
Garrett College Continuing Education and Workforce 
Development programs offer flexible options for real-time 
achievement.  During the 2013 fiscal year, 3,980 students 
enrolled in their continuing education and workforce 
development courses, which teach essential skills and advance 
earning power.4



BROADBAND, BROAD 
HORIZONS
In the 21st century, technology 
access is directly linked to our 
economic power, educational 
achievement, and overall quality of 
life.  Broadband reshapes how we live, 
from our commutes to our rates of 
hospitalization.

In an attempt to deliver opportunities 
to citizens at higher speeds, the One 
Maryland Broadband Network (a 
federal/state initiative) connected 
government, schools, colleges, 
health and emergency services with 
45 miles of broadband fiber in the 
county, completing construction in 
August 2013.

Building on this momentum, Garrett 
County sought funding to support 
the first phase of a wireless network 
to bring broadband access to 
hundreds of unserved residences and 
businesses in the county.  In 2013, 
the County matched a $250,000 
grant from the Appalachian Regional 
Commission to fund Phase I of 
this broadband extension project. 
Innovative and inclusive by design, 
Phase I employs new technologies to 
bring next generation opportunities to 
rural residents.

With Phase I deployment underway, 
Garrett County will conduct system 
testing in 2014 and seek additional 
grant funding for Phase II of the 
project.  Phase II will extend service 
to additional residences not currently 
served by a broadband provider.

HOUSING HIGHLIGHTS
Garrett County real estate has remained relatively stable in the past two years. The 
drop in overall home prices over the last 7-10 years has resulted in steady growth and 
a buyer-friendly marketplace.  Highlights include: 

• There were 187 home sales in the Deep Creek Watershed in 2013, as opposed to 
192 home sales in 2012.  The average sale price of a home was $451,336.

• Outside of the Deep Creek Watershed, there were 320 home sales in 2013, as 
opposed to 317 sales in 2012.  The average sale price was $149,062.

On par with national trends, home builds in the county were 45% lower in 2013.  This 
decrease in home builds may be the result of an inventory of well-priced existing 
homes.  Land sales were over 23% higher in 2013 than in 2012, which may be a 
leading indicator of new construction in coming years.

While our real estate market shows steady growth, we’re working to enhance 
rental options available in Garrett County.  Our stock of well-priced rental housing, 
ranging from apartments to townhomes, is currently low.  This lack of inventory 
directly excludes young families and rising professionals from the marketplace.  As 
a consequence, new families and recent college graduates hoping to live and work in 
the area often take their aspirations elsewhere.  

Working together with local, state, and non-profit partners, Garrett County strives 
to develop affordable rental housing in key municipal areas, featuring easy access 
to desirable amenities.  Locally, the Garrett County Community Action Committee 
is the developer and owner of over 400 units of local, affordable rental housing.  In 
late 2013, the Garrett County Community Action Committee began construction on 
Liberty Mews, a 36-unit lease purchase housing development in Oakland.  When 
complete, Liberty Mews will provide opportunities for tenants of mixed incomes to 
eventually purchase their homes at affordable prices.

9 out of 10  
U.S. college graduates had 

broadband access in their homes, 

as compared to 37% of adults 

who have not completed  

high school

187 home sales
in the deep creek watershed

in 2013

average sale price: $451, 336

320 home sales
outside the deep creek watershed

in 2013

average sale price: $149,062



HARVESTING REVENUES
As home to over 660 working family farms, Garrett County 
is capitalizing on its agricultural heritage by enthusiastically 
promoting the “Buy Local” movement.  In 2012 alone, Garrett 
County farms reaped over $31 million in revenues, thanks to 
fresh ideas and diversified business strategies.

From summer through fall, the Mountain Fresh Producers 
Association members/vendors harvest local produce, meats, 
cheeses, and homespun delights.  Each Wednesday and 
Saturday from 10 am to 1 pm, crowds flock to the farmers market 
in Oakland for authentic flavors to savor. 
 
This appreciation of local food mirrors a shift on a global scale.  
People are increasingly aware of where their food comes from 
and how it’s farmed and prepared.  Farm-to-table fetes like the 
2013 Serve It Up Local Festival attest to this phenomenon.
 
In 2013, farms became digitally “ag”cessible.  The Garrett Farms 
website helps citizens locate a variety of local farm products.  
Garrett County’s Local Food & Farm Guide is a web and print 
resource that connects farmers and consumers.

Hungry for more? 

667
WORKING FARMS IN
GARRETT COUNTY

MOUNTAIN FRESH HOSTED
39 VENDORS
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Visit www.reinventingrural.com for the digital dish on local farms!



Visit reinventingrural.com to explore 
businesses and municipalities on the move!

Deep Creek, deep opportunities!

203 South Fourth Street, Room 208
Oakland, MD 21550


